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SUCCESS STORY OVERVIEW

Connecticut passed the extension of coverage to Medicaid eligible pregnant and postpartum women
to one-year postpartum.
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THE CHALLENGE

Pregnant women who have Medicaid as the primary payment source were only covered until 6-weeks
postpartum.

Analysis of our Maternal Mortality Review data showed that 23 out of 31 pregnancy-associated
deaths occurred from 43 days to 365 days postpartum, when lacked health insurance and almost half
were due to mental health conditions or overdose.
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THE SOLUTION

Our solution was to present our CT Maternal Mortality Review Evaluation Report and data to the
State Medicaid agency, Commissioners of Public Health and Department of Social Services,
Legislators and other key decision-makers.

One example used was that women with pre-eclampsia or severe hypertension require ongoing
cardiology follow-up, treatment and monitoring to reduce morbidity and prevent acute
hospitalizations or death.

The data made it clearly evident of the benefit of extending healthcare coverage to one year
postpartum.
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THE RESULTS

The result was that Connecticut approved the extension of coverage to Medicaid eligible pregnant
and postpartum women to one-year postpartum.
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METHODS OF SUSTAINABILITY

The cost savings in providing coverage to women for one-year post-partum for preventative services

and follow-up care is expected to be significantly less than the cost of hospitalization had they not
been covered. This will be sustainable.
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